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. 1. ForWarded herewith are copies of a report on Dr.',WIIhelm METTL's
reaction to the arrest of 'Kurt PONGOK. and OttO .URBER asteflOcted in documents
impounded in a search OfliOig,house made .25 Marc0-1953. .Copies Of this .
revert are being passed.to :,Greelef. The original documents On which the re port L.,.
is bad Nero photographed in Salzburg 'under the supervision of E:

and the completeoriginal texts of letters and reports will consequently be
.available shortly..

.2. The reference' in Baron Harry -HAST's letter to NETT', of 19 January ,1953
.(see page 3 Of attachment) to "our friends in Gmunden •r-B .--" is unclear, and
libETTL m4ntained that he Cannot gues "B"s identity. Weare'inclined'to 'guess:
that the reference is. to' Grossbahn or Grossbahn I S CC-2. We also conjecture that
the "tall guy" (der Lange) referred to in MILSI s s letter Of 26 January 1953 "(BO

.page 11 of attachment) : may be Grossbahn, since HOETYL showed sensitivity to all,
references to the area around Grossbahn in his interrogation.
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I4terregation of Dr, Wilhelm HOETTL; • 110ETTL. ta Reaction to the Arrest. of VERBt2
and rf)C1.0.•;:..11

1, Purpoo of this Report, The purpose of the present report is to .rncord
the reaction• of Dr. WilheLm 110ETTL a.nd his immediate cronies to the news that
Otto Vi . :7.1 .-Qt and 'Kurt PONON1; had been arrested together with three other persons
for espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union against the United States. Ii0E'TTLss
reaction ir. doelunented In correspondence between himself and his cronies which
was impoUrviod• in. a search of his quarters and office conducted. on 25 March 1953.
The poordbility should he borne in mind that HOi ;;TTL deliberately left this corms
pndence fôr us to capture in the hopes that the correspondence- would establish
his innocence of implication in Sovipt eF,pionage, It is also possible that the
entire correspOndetice was fe hricated to this end,

2. ...t.Atter IKA:TTL  to 14,1 '517v-16 'Januar!"	 In a let	 dated 16'4;14 .44;7 ..
•, 1953 of which. we poses a 'carbon . Copy:fiQFATL Wrote- to aron...Ifeinrich
• The first two and .a half pages of his letter,- Which help. 	 aTarrr'

concerns itself .with :ether matters,- These . include the pesSibilitfof ..T1lafe • s
being hired by Arit ,Gehlen, the business Of the ..Nibelunger .Verlag, the es tonne .
activities of Theodor von AtgaiT,. etc, The relevant passage can be translated

.	 followst.: "

"That do you say about the Odd espionage affair in Vienna? The
oddest thing about it is that I . actually have known these People for
yeare„: . . I must therefore be . a Soviet 'gentl JORIng aside, ;I tifl can't
.40erstand„	 did these 'people never .approach :me? Only bdcause.. of sty.:
• absolUtely hostIle .attitude: . towards theEast? . But if they had 'been *Smart	 .
they Wtaild. - certainly have been able to apkbach le. : from some other.diree,-
tion. 'That 	 as Members of the : American .'Intelligence . •Service'and tbUs
thrOiSh. :Tta,.. baye been able to set up an anti—Russian:- net -1:41 order . later

,.to' ..liquidate it, The Metter is quite . o.becuretb . : -me . espeCiallY: thie., funny . , .
-connection to a Consul in WashingtonWhOn'.these:people .iiezwi•-'sitting. the •
WheId- tine here, Why were they not . sent to the	 States; .which
would be . the::obVidus : opporttiriltf to :have . former intelligence officers
over thore: And certain'!" : S II.C11 .inteIligence:offiberS could also be .

• roattiVated . there, „tverything is mostiourion.s. • If the 1.biaSian.
1..genCe-..teriice . is not more competent than . thia. thenj ;should be verY. happy..
(In any case,-I . am puzzled that I never noticed anything eh's:nit them, which
was indicative. I . certainly got the impression that they might be working
a little in the Israeli Intelligence 'erv.ce but when I .heard this sus7.

• piciOnsfor. the first tire mon hs ago fi'om Thoo's friend in Salzhurg.
' . (tians.lator.nOte: . Theo'	 Dr. Theodor ItOo3	 Ater; his SalP,tUrg-friend
•aTOITCer-T—lan named oh T i COUWICETFIleve . it and made 'a state..
ment giving. Fry . Oini op

.	 • Israelis.) I certainly hope that I won't get, drawn into this matter because
--the-re . wOu.34 be a. good deal. of • fun .: for certain people, 	 any.'Casej. it .,woold....	 .	 ..	 .
be a • mod . thing . if my correspondence were discovered • since .. the correspendencie.•.	 •	 .	 .	 •	 . 	 I.	 •	 •'	 '•

••rtitikea it cleat that I :dealt . with  these people. only concerning: . photographs
•

people 	 rieerned.weirc; • woricing fOr, the



and concerninr: the arrari p:oment of export licenses. (That woad he an
e•n)anation of the fact that, nothing happened to these licenses. In any
'case one would have to check this up in Scandinavia. The two brothers
(trahrant;or note: VER1R and PONGFR) would certainly have no interest
in ar-rantWr -TO—increase the circulation of an anti-hussian book.) Please
,fTivo no your advice on this whole matter, particularly as to what I should
do now, Is there any point in my reporting now what I know? I certainly
know nothin7, of professional interest and then one might think that Qui

INe,uso, S t Accuse, They certainly will hardly stumble across nq name,
since a search of the house mid the office in the itth District is out of

• the qu-stion,. On the other hand, I would certainly like to assist in
dlearin,,, up the case if the people are really guilty, (A certain fooling
Of : roveogo oxIsts here on Trky part because I was taken in.) In toto this is
a very Strange matber.".

3, Letter 1101,1TTL	 to Von At 'W1 :16 4:e7ntary. 191.. A , carhön Copy Of a :totter
dated , 16 nu try 	 *70* I IM"ri to Tilood—r)F. lent Ati:HRT reads in part as 1'0119146i

toWbat do you say :about the :new espionage case in Vienna? An odd atery.
you a] ready ;mow I . Know th* brothers and considered it out of the

aWatien that they could : be; 5civie t aronts ., If A. (translator note: Johann.
n: 'sub..agent of von AtfiEler who Works in thMiMi:,‘F P717.co7 has

.77irUct ilir'iv) a . ..	 disposal, but I *mild prefer not to . •
be named as a source, since I ,do not particularly wish to be known as an
acquaintarice of such people. I should . be most interested to know what is
at the bettom , of the case. Vhy, for example, did these . people . hover . make
any a ttenpt. to recruit me? I . can only explain it to myself by : supposing
that it Was clear to ...thern . that because of *my clear ideo)ogical orientation'

_nothing was to be gained. But on the other. hand, they may have •attempted'
to malie:,seme SOrt.of..playin 2order to learn my connectiOns. I had real* .
trusted them since I 	 not believe that:OSS officers: conld be SOviet •
Agents. It. is a paint against	 profeneibnal competence.if: the .. whole
story Ls ielovant.. In any case, I . will be thankful to A. for aror

..tion and will take a p.etonal interest in it,"*.	 .

.1i. . 	 von it.T.:REIT to WF,T311 17 januarY 1953: An Original letter
dated 17 January 1953 sippe4 i..Theo" reads in 'part-IT-3 .follows.

"The story about Kurt P. is most amusing. The arrest occurred in part
because of certain information which was gathered by A. (translator note*
e.rif:	 (partly through ins and partly through you.) Therefore, our	 .
TtIIi conversation had best be oral. I request to know everything.:that
you felOw about the case because I shall certainly learn a good deal more

. Letter MAST to YPRr itt, 19 Januetv. 19534 kAST I s answer to 110ET71	 ,
first letter is contained in : . a letter dated 19 'January 1953 of Which . we possess
the Original . signed 'Harry." I.This letter is five •pages long . and ilAST. devt)s
appteximitelY.: one page to the EiN(`Ltai Oise early in the letteri,



"To get started right away in the P. case. In this matter I have the
oninion that it is not wise in such a case to act prematurely. Especially
since, if they have found the corres pondence which I would approve of,
'the basic harmlessness of the affair is clear. The main question, in any
event, is how you came to know these people. Either this question is
.clear from the correspondence or you have some other plausible explanation.
More unpleasant is the affair in Salzburg, since it is not known whence
the good A (translator note: VIGERER), got these names and whether our
friends in Gmunden	 . know more or knew more about this case. (Trans.,
later note: Identity of the friends in Gmunden is Unknown, and IJOETTL
'repeatedly denied knowing this identity. MAST is being interrogated on
this point,) If so, then enormous falsehoods could be perpetrated, To
me it is still not .entirely clear whether:thesepeople did not idtttneier.
•inStructians in . order. not Only • to get 'a	 (translator note
: terminology for double agent activity) going but also in Order to establish

genuine ‘CollaboratOrs of the . MVD in. huntCan: circles. It seems rather
strange to me that the people should suddenly have been taken to* the' •

-. United States, since certainly CIC in Vienna has a. safe- confinement place •
'where interro oations Could be ConduCted':' and which in any -event • wPuld'• •

• pia-vide : for better interrogations, since 'they would be on the spot 'rather
than separated by a great distance. Aside from -that, it is 'quite obvious
that in Vienna there are the sane means of interrogation as would. be avail- •
able-in:America.. :It is therefore most important, to :learn as soon as. • •

possible what is known in Salzburg about • the case and What is being.. said, .
• . For this mission . the :assigraient of Carle: (translator notel ,:. Karl HAAS, : •as

• admitted by 'H.OtTTL) would he the •safest, and . 'prestimiblyit W4U-14 be easy'
for • you ....to. write hint 'Yourself. :1 personally hope that you still ' retain' -
conies of the correspondence, • concerning . thia-:Case$ : .which in any • event!..
be . netessary in order to 'Substantiate an Oral explanation. In any .-everiti •
your . pane is probably not known in Salzburg. and .would not aerie into the -
ease unless the people in the United States .(translator note: PONOER . and
1[9P.14:11) .should be asked: questions concerning their entire :circle of 	 •
acquaintances, In this 'event, it is to be assumed with 9O certainty
that you nnme will comp up but when, as 16 to . he expected, the people are

given - a truth scrum, they can hardly say anything:except the truth... 'What .
kind of photographs-- did you get from them and- what did they g et from • you?

• For in this Matter it seems ,to me possible there might be a - critic:11'point. •
in the Minds of the.. AmoriCans, particularly the WAY Americans .. think."

• .
Note:.. The letter Continues under a dateline of 22 .January .1953s

"In •the interval. events have occurred wilich 	 pOstponed the "urgency
of this matter; 'since now; as is ,.apperent , .from:the ,newspaperst the . ' prosecu-
tion: haS formally: indicted the two defendants and the trial is .scheduled

• to pettlivon 3 March, From the European point of view this 'would mean that
the investigation ha-a :1)06n  In any case, however, I still hold
to iv opinion that for the time being you should de nothing,"



ov,

,

6. to ttr, r HOETTL . to MAST ? 23 January 1953. We have a carbon of a letter
to MAST from IIOETTL which is dated 23 January 1953. The first page of the letter'
concerns itseLf . with the V.ERDER-PONMt case,

"many thanks for your fine communication of the 19th January which as
I told you by telegram only came yesterday-. I say this only to clarify
this one point. -• Now . let ie talk about single points on which I wish to go
.a1O.ng with .your Scheme. . In the cage of P, I-agree with you completely and
certainly. do...not..-ifish . to infOrM any of A' s (translator note: opinpw,'.14 v .") .. 	 •

people as long ..i0 the jnvetiation is stillin progregT,711owev . have
 a good SolutiOn. In a cOmpletely . private , • and pergionai way . I'

haVe . inforMedAy SCHNEIPER friend Of this matter : (translator .note: sOnNtaDER
is a Well.known: .cover name of Gehlen) and he asked me to 'd.ve7filin A complete -
written . report.concerning My acquaintance which Would be . held until I	 ,

gave; him the permission to use it.. If .I should .get. intO . any. sort
of	 I therefore cOuld..et any time: state. that ;I . had given my
information to 'a 'reputable firni. This idea is...undonbtedly'.good in itself
and quite apart from the fact that these brothers also can read the..thing
(tfranslatc)r . note: In this case, "brothers" appears. to refer to Amt. Gehlen) . •
but will . not`bTable to use it -botauSe it would.. be perfectly clear whence .
it came. This Solution is undoubtedly chosen by SCHNEIDER-not Only . out	 •
of kindness but also from conspletely .egotistical ..motives; for was not an •

•intimate. Of . PO/CER: :.one of the leading SCHUET.DER people?• . .1. (nice teld . . you ... •
.of this man, .aforMer. Colonel 1.C., (translator note . WiThelzn 	 In .

.• . goy gyent,o. :..43;• isi: . Ce.rfai0 that: not much will .'677eme : generally .knowS; for
•• the correspondence is lecate ii.in.:.the -14th - District and is therefore not . ••••. .

available.- tizi:Cepies are at 'hand and also the answers;. the matter ...Concerrii .:: •
..itself,mith • photographs and the last OiCtUre:. of Hitler, also numerous:
touched-up .pbotorraphs for my book. -(eanaris, etc.) and also:it...cenceins.••
pictures Which- .I 'bought • from P., especially thoSe from . the daye . of the
Habsburg Monarchy,. 	 . also pictures of Hitler, .1.iimmler, .etc., all for
my new book,. There also exists.a considerable exchange . .of letters.
:corning- a -Swedish . edition and Possibly there 'may be something, of this aiso
at the; office . . of 'the press whi.ch ..yoU might look up . if you have time, The:'. s:
whole matter :.ig-therefore as 'Clear as day and I.do not belieVe that there	 •
w ill be any treublci in Sal;.burg, although' . / Certainly do not know .whether	 • •

, (translator . notes IttIGERFR) • knows that the : statements concerning P.:
• come. from me... 17-rust. ap Theo ..(translator note: Theodor yon ALBERT) .	 • .•
vhera T . 'am seeing this -morning in SalOurg,,,:,,.7(N,; ROE. is .COming). (trans..
later netes ......•HOETTL, ..states . .thip is a Fir j[. ROEDER.), , The .connection.;5775. • ,

friend.. in ..the'. ..affair., is: very intereitln$1 .although .hatva..1.140 •
• do not, XriOW Whether .. the . oehriection is purely personal, or.:Profeseional.:;:........, •

.t.te tin lieyea . that there is something peculiar in the 	 and	 perhaps ,	 •
.is:. intended to draw the ease out to absurd langthi. • in Order to phOW:

that these JeWS were persecuted 'although they •were,; inneCentl The theory
has some :morit and is supported by the tremendous haste cod the bran e'er.
to the United States. In any case, it is very unlikely that . a man who	 •
since 1947 has lived in Vienna and since 1944 has been in Europe and in
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Uhe meantime presumably never in the Ilnited States could conspire with a
•Eussian in Was:linF.ten, when in Vienna he only has to go around the corner

to moot the RID. The situation does not ring true, I am extremely
cerion5 to find out what. will. come of the case, Any further, information
that, I have on this case I will give you orally,

7,	 to ftur■nt t!A i,ITA. As he explained to 1■1AS'r in the foro..
getn;: tot ter, )101:1"17, ■!,ave to Rupert .:ANT11'4, a representative of Amt Gehlen, a
writtea report of: his association With Kurt PONGFR„ 1 .,e have the Original of
thiS. report from Ant Gehlen and among the rapers impounded in HOETTL's beaks

,..trere three carbon copies of the report. '. 1-10:ETTL was unable to .expIain why . he
:. mado . so 'any copies but . sta.tect that it must . have. been an "error of • Some • serto•
since normally he- makes only one or ttio-c.opies of any original correspondence.
A translation of HOETTL I s -written statement to • MANDL follOwss

":ky Acquain.tance. with Cart PONGER.
.•	 •. •

"Ihtting my stay at •Nurnberg where I was a: witness and was confined in
the court building I became acquainted with PONGER... This was • in the year
19146. At that time PONGal and alTarently also TM/1ER were active with the
Presocution in the trial against members of the .55- - ECOnondc. and •Adminii.
trrit.:ive :Office; and had at thin time nothing. :to de with me since I waa

.w.itnoss . lrl • the trial...against .major war criminals, . as 'well.' as in the sO-. . .
cal led Wiliielmstrasse 'frill, • rov*v., 	 wi froiluently . in my .. :vicinity-
durin F; • interrogat,ions .mi WaS:: not „uncommon : in . ' Nittntlerg,„... Ito :, made a .pleasaitt
.trinro t; lion :. on .:Me • it that. time Since he always • handled. himaelf in a bumarie:-•-•-"

. and: thortitig , Ily. odurteous. manner in COh trait to many- otlier . Of the
gaters..

•
'1Abent . Sprni • 1968, • PON	 to A1t „ Ammo in order to request ',In°

to come on :more • to • Ntuntorg to :make a • stat 	 Atmnt,that time I had
.-ju •st been :rri. l.eased from con f tnemont and natUraJ l,y did net wish to return
to Nurnberg, and se 1 was happy that porv.:. •Elt• actually missed MO in AusSee.

•.(I...happen.ed to be in Salzburg. that day.) Several .weeks later, however,
PCNc.1.1 C4M0 again and made so urgent a matter of my .coming to Nurnberg,
that .I had to .give in, • although I wan living in the U.S. Zone. of Austria.•
Fortoifing PC11::GEIZ I s : advice I . .ro .Nrted to a 1.4r. J311ON131RG who had hi'4 OffiCe.

• in the T,,andongericht in .Salihuril anci: • wno...wan responsible for isintings . •
. When T ..diacpyrrod that BROMBERG' cola not consider the • •

•:s tuatioil-nn impo rtant or HO brosline . as PONOlat,I apairi adopted rai
tactics and .ac tually .s.ucceediid to the extent:. that. in•th.e.:mcfantiviler . till; •

without no. -• :At that time, the-refOre."I did net go to
Nitrnberg, unlike another . witnesS:trnM Alt 'Ailit00(0.• ••:tihOri: POO.Citi had also . • ,••

:',..approached, . This w w the former .EStenian ..Proyindia1..DirOetOr.''4114
President during the German regime in	 baitic,...pr'. MAE, ..viho. also -lii4)ct
in Alt Aussee.. MAE, : like Myself, .is a 'writer 4th'711170-ng:

• bias '.who. has a very good reputation in the Estotaart . Emigration, For Some
time he has been writing under the pseudonym Polonins a rather important
anti-Bolshevik brochure called "No Fear of Soviet Russia,"



"At this time I had already begun working on my book.Die Gehoime Front
•and told PONG:lt about it, He was very interested and stated tharTe - =

belonged to the intelligence trade. (Ho described himself as a former
Captain in 0$S). PONGER promised me to try to arrange a foreign language
edLtion of the book in the United States and in other foreip,n countries in
which he allegedly had good connections. When my book appeared in 1950,
I sent a ,c9pY to powa with a query concerning the premise that he had

.	 made.. pCiN(7.1l replied that My book Might •well appear in the reputable;

iodnted	 . 0 .	 n. O .	

ruSwttis Firm ..turepa..and beg ai‘ ink

the sale pride. In the United States and in

„ 	 this colection personal negotiations with.
	the

rr.
	

rrniS31Co2to
o'..mer of the firm pr z) ., .11;i1HT,. ''PONC.F4i got for this a •cOneession .which
a 
Sweden Where PONCall particularly attempted to get. a foreign edition, he had
no success, PONOER also attempted With no success to arrange the publica,. .
tier'of articles on historical and political subjects.

	

.	 .

'However, it became Apparent at this time (niy articles had to appear
with illustrations) that PONGM possessed a large collection of photographs
which included 'historical and contenporary political fig,unes ' so that. in •

'this . connection we began to do business. :* I bought various .photographs
from 'WM, as for .example . those concerning the .first and second world
war, and I also gave him. phote7sraphs which I pOsse.:Ssed to be • efilarged and
copied. In these:negotiatiOns a rather . large ..cOrrespondenOel:caMe into - • • . ,i•

•bcing::•and- I made . 4. number Pr .payments to porogi Which, although the prices
, .wo;i0: , s4Malfs .amOunted ..toi • a considerable sun, (On one occasion almost ..a.-.
thouSiuid sehillings.). All these letters from PONGER as well as copies of
.Trtvi. letters to him are available They begin on the 27th of AugUat,.19148
and in)a On the 7th of October 1952. Late in December 1952 I also 'sent
PONGgi a New Year card since he had sent me a 'card it Christmas,

-

	

.	 .
'.1 .F.XceOt for these purely professional (Nurnberg) and commercial (PUb..

lishieg arid. photography): Matters PONGIT.had little other contact with Me. .
:During the timo of . Our acquaintance, that is beginning with his second

..'vis.i.t to Alt Aussoe in late Spring 1948 until the end Of 1952, I saw him .
„ perhaps altogether six or seven times, :of Which three .or fOur :times wero .

in Alt .Aussee, once in Fusehl, once in Bed ISchl, and finally in Germany'
Uhere"he:took Me along in his ear. However PON= was .4.Op arèntly* in Anseee
on other oddiSions . when he :aid, not meet Me. He usuallY cane Without . :telaing : •

..Me 'before hand, When he .arrived he usually called:me ; by telephone.. : Once
1 . :hiS ',rife : Vora cane along and twice his brother ;o in.,1Eilf .11.L'H13ER . (that 'i:e: on : •
:vi.o•itt: to MO) .. and saIse. .his • :iOldostdauekter. came with hini . Onee or twice but

: 1 ,r0iitr . ed4. her, " ''Pos stAbly his ittother 4:t: .so accompanied him On :.theeo.: yle0e,
•.biit of this I ... cannot. ho ,:certain.,... (Ilai .,Irally s :it is possible: that :other . 	. .
perpons: : •were also with him.) UeuallY . he ConneOtod his , journey according te.
his on account with visits of his family, 'particularly when Members of his
family were having vacations in Western Austrta. Thus the yONGER family .
made a visit in •5\mtmer ;951 to Bodendorf ant Ossiachersee (care of Ebner) and•
made another visit in 1952 to Windischgarsten, Upper Austria. If Mrs. PONGER
dirt not stay With the children, then PONGF,R i s mother remained behind, or at
least so he told me on several occasions. It would therefore appear that

• PONGElt came to Western Austria frequently and for extended periods. Concern.'
ing the. subjects of conversation which occurred on the Occasions mentioned



above I have certain memories, On his first visit, PON r in? interested
himself in the chief of Amt IV of the PaUl, munr,m, and most especially
for the Chief for JOWLS il matters, AdolisirT. 1.ANN. Concerning EICIII1ANN,
he inforMed me repeatedly that ■101117- (o .r t somo other international Jewish
or t:ani7ation) had placed a rew.frd on EICIR-1 .^.N1' i s head of SA00,000 which
I. ..was Supeosed to collect since I certainly knew where . EICHIMN was.
(1rICIANN hail iron in Ansnee at the time of the German collapse and had
left his family horn.) Tho particular inte.n)st of PON111 .1t in ! . ; .ICIIKANINF and
in other similar matters, into which I will go later, -mach) . 116 (-Include
that . Pig ;;Eli wan active for the Israeli InteIlirenco Service or :Semo other
:Dirac]. i o f rice . - This was my e,xplanation at . the time to .mysel f of his
frequent YiSits . to Aussee, for in Ausene at the time	 EICUTtANN Was .

. IiIiinr:.umder her maiden. nano,- LIEBL,. and I thought that kw* . was . •

atteriptinii : : to . learn in this area the present hiding 	 of - EICIDIAWN...
. . P.d.'asteed me in a . rather; unsubtle fashion to take up- •cOntadt with Frau I.T.Ei3L
. and in any case to . look*aroUnd , in her vicinity since he was • convinced -that.
. FIC/FANN frequently returns to. visit his. family, 1 When I refused to have
anything to do with. this matter, he dropped the subject until abOut a

• year .ago When he told . Mo. that ISrael. 'now had definite information . that .
EICIF•ANN vms : being lodged with the Grand Mufti . in Egypt' and asked who ther
Or not I might he able to estahl.ish a. contact. This would be an important
thing to do and would•bc paid for from the .$100..,000 Which had been Set as
a price on -ETC:MAW/ l e head, ..I was completely diffident in this matter
although I knew that EICWANN was not at the .time. in Egypt. •. ..

• '	 -„
. "This interest Of IPONGE11,.. in . EICFMATIN Was not the only' sign. which ..

:. brought Me to • the oendlusien. that•.POWM.:Was:r7working:for::the'Tsraeli:...:.
--..Intelligence .Service..: .fles teld• me once •:. (about Atigust . 155I) : .that he.:'.:kneli.'::.
..e_ tnimber of ititoortant, people who were Woricitig,in.lienna . for the Israeli:.

\:Seryiee, aMong them former members of the American

Aussee and wished	 him.ad	

: race, .. -

'--e..A.p.RA,;. in Fl 	 '	 .0 know whether I -knew im. - ' said 	 I

iSe
These persons . were extremely interested in the lendarnierietjor yalentinL

1	
,

. did and told them what I know . about TE RRA, that is that I . coneidered . himi 1. •

.. a . iius:Tian or at least a tömmunist agent. •PasT rtgR alse.in . this .C.OnnfictiOn.
was particularly interested i the former Congressman AlbrodheCGAISI.TINKT.,111.
and the CommUnist leader Se ti''' LUSE'S. . (Concerning t ese peo 1:6-17-ir:.
mitted . myself to talk at -grea erigrfor aboUt 'a year ago I Wr te .en ..
article in the. Spiegel in ihic11. I discussed the Bolshevist. infil ration•
tactics of this group.. -I , also discussed them in a book Which via:.appear
next in England .and ; the United .States.) .However, I never. get the II:Mores:it:don .
•that .PONGpi hir,tiself • Was interested. ih TARTU . and in the other two people and
*shed to . .take .1up contact with theni .. himeelf. - This would be an • explanation . .
of the frequent trips Muint: Made' to :AUsSes• and alsci.,the str4,'S to .IsChl. , . •

"....ihere he also ;frequently 148344. (PLIESEI$. lived in Ie Ohl) which :P.ON04. : .1
.: iwplained: to Me - by stating: that he .wai Making., a :PhOtograPhid 'eeaaY of the .

.1 ch1 . pbreelain. or ceramics ' .14órks.. :.:Thus if PC/4011. Was 'actually' under ."'.. i ' •
control.: of the Illissian Secret Service , in his dealings .: ..irith . .me, • my:infOrIna. -
tion about these three people Would have been Only positive, The 'lest ..'

.	 ,	 '	 i 	•



two ti_mes that PC,NCR visited in Aussne, he did riot sleep either in Alt
fnvisee or Bad .Aussen but in Grundlsee, which he explained to me by saying
that he was maldrig a photo study of a wood carver who wo rked there, It
miht be eventua?.ly interesting in this connection that Since approximately
last summer a man has been working in the gypsum works in Gruncasee Who is
known as a leading'. functionary of the KPOe, although not publicly so known,
and who is reported to have had his training in Russia. This man's name
is LfNF,CK (phonetic) and he lives in that part of Alt Aussee known as Tam,
However, PO1:GER never asked me about this man and I was interested in him .
only because L.haVe the Opinion that the Russians are preparing the Totes
Gebitge. as a etrOnghol.4 for partiSnn. warfare, i . .hayti. a number of indica..
tioris Of this, • .. It seems. peculiar to Me that the TOTEM mentioned abOt.res
who allegedly ..-had a prespereus . vegetable business, thoUld suddenly take a
job in i gypsum - works in Grundlsee as a common- laboter,

"Otherwise, PON(T.F.It.did not indicate . any interest to me iri persons
the	 area although he frequently asked about  Dr. •MAE.. " I never spoke
of . P,AF, bat * always advised PONGER	 tO visit him if ' he *wished Inform.
tion„ * Whether PON(1•R visited him or not I do not' know,

!Tonizeining other persons, s tile. . only name which came -up was that .of the
former ColOn.eI of the . Secret Field Police, KRIECHBAIR4 	 PdhIGFresknew •
that I knew this .Mari and . that . I•also knew him during -nry.cenfinement;.-.

had also Met KRIECITRAUM in -likinborg • and remained from that time on .
in contact With him.: :In the sUMMer of . 1951 When PONgit.liiiited .me, in

•Aussea he told me ttla he; had Seen • .:KitIECiii3AUM. and.that•:-KRIFCIIPAIM•yOnld
I' be very':happYT.to see ine .. again. If I winhed, PONGER said he otild arrange -
a meeting'. • I should write KRIECIEBAU1 . a letter since that -.4ould . be accord-
ing to protocol, and 'say that iwould be trery . happy to.' see him again. And' • •

yOnld then arrange' a meeting between ,us, KRIECIttlAUM •.ebose as a. .
date the 18th of August, as well ..as . I can reconstruct :free s -the' letter of
pon. ;gpls that I have, but : whether we actually mot,. on that day I no 'longer
exactly remember... , It . 1:;.is certainly, in the month Of AuE■ust,..: • powni4i. brought
1' - TEC.': 11Atik from Reichenhall - tO snizb.urg and there: I also got into the ear,
As well 'as I can remember :it, Was KRIF,c1InA i rN o s car, and We then •drove to .

•FUschl . whorl .we-drank coffee in a restaurant by the like. 'The con.verdation •
was . confined tg the .ox(thange of .rem in iscencni and only at . the end Of . .tho • .

• conversation did KIZIAITPAtIM toll. ie, that in intelligence •:circles MY.....ftiond•c•
ship with::F,rich . .,03fIttAYRWaa disapproved of. 1 . was able • to -explain: to .
KRIECHTtAtQf that • Cl iialtiATR • had indeed been A former Collciague. Or Mine when.

• I wAn'.Vorkirig. lo 'CIC in Austria but that tince.,.that:time•we.had separated,
sin?) IMAMAYR : was completely' impossible 	 rrti • opinion. •	 •,*". '

•c	
i

	 thisatnd that he WaO" completely SatiSfied with de.. oxplrkna 	 net
indicate • that he 'had:. any • definite plan Connected :• iiitt.1	 ilONGER on the

.	 ..	 •

other hand, teld . Me' 'On the • retUrri . journey '.( he tirOuEtht ino: as far . as	 .!	 .
St. .Oilk son): that this conversation Would • have good re. snitt since .KRICIII3A.01.q
was a leading man of the :Schneider firm (translator 	 Ant Gehlen),,'

• Olo had told me in •a comMunica .tion dated 5 August thWTRIECHBAUM would . 'make.,
some definite proposition to me at the meeting'• on the 18th of August, but

' pr
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he never told re either in writing or later by words what he meant. I
could only r;uess that it, had something, te do with cooperation in the
Schneider firm. This activity as middle-man in 1951 and again a year
later brovht me to the conjecture that PONGER miht perhaps he a colleague
of the Schneider group in Vienna with a mission from KRIECHPA T UI, who had
the reputation of being a first-rate specialist in Southeast matters. In
any event, I never asked him about this and later observations brought me
to a different conclusion. I guess that at that time and earlier PONGER
was doinj sore sort of business with KRTECHBAUM concerning which I will
write more later,

"In September 1952, PONGIN visited me again in Alt Aussee. He.. was
there only abbut an hour (that is at my house) on which Oecasien he asked
me' whether f :might care to make a visit to Germany with him and with his
brother-inlaw • in October. A proposition which he had first suggested a
year before this. (We had occasiOnally talked in such a wr‘y . that I
indicated that I occasionnlly had business to do in Germany but that
hat: tO postpono the trip because the 'German railroads were so expensive.,
}?0140:1i at . that time had sugp,ested that I go With him in his Oar when he
went to Gernany. Thether he actually Went to Germany in 1951 I Cannot
remymter.) POITGI.:R also suggested that it would be very nice at this time
to speak again with :411IECH1W114, since now the qiestion of, a German
gene° Service was becoming acute and Until the establishment of the German
Intelligence .Service I had held my :plans in abeyance, I had actually on
several previous Occasions told polinw this after he had ,Several times
miged,me to take up contact with KRIECHHAUM and to place -;Ity capabilities

.an the intelligence field at the disposal of the Schneider .firm. •	 . this
ocoaSion it would be possible for Us therefore to sPeeks-to. KRIEOI-IPAUM and
he weuld arrange . the itinerary in sueli: a way that it fitted most Ceivi-
veniently my interests. He sug-ested a Meeting with KIIICHBAUSI:.ih
PA rps- residence in HeiChenhall on the weekend of thc . ilth to:12th-OCteber •
but I refused this since .I had soMothing else. to do that weekend. : . On the
13th or October ) I travelled to Salzburg . Where Wal ter LAIN:114i fetched me
•from the train. POINER had introduced me to LALITTER several days before in
Isola. At that time J had been in Ischl and WNOT: had c4.11ed my %aft:, jr'
Alt Aussoc who tolst him that eventually he could find me in the railroad
Station restaurant, Ho mill there and I went outside with him briefly where

.	 introduced me to LAUF311i, in order that I would recognize him in the event
that he . could not personally pick me up in Saliburg. ,. On the 13th: of October*
LAI.rrn came with his Volkswagon and drove me to Reichenhall whore 	 had •
put up in the Hotel Deutches- Haus or Deutcher Hof. 1)011G1,11 had alititd3r:
spoken with NRIEGIIRAUM but azEci-tpAym Was no longer in Raichenha.14.:havirt

: . arranged • to Meet: 4 .9 in Munich. Ile Met KRIEFIBAlki in the
, bus step by the Hotel Schottenhammel (atterneOn'ef 13 October) • The:::eonvOr.e:
aation was again purely theoretical as it had been :it year before and .1(1k40.{.■:
BAUM indicated that the situation in the German Intelligence Serape: was
'still: completelY unclear, saying that the Americans naturally would neVer,i
let a Man like Pr, Schneider (translator note: Oehlen) be dismissed and
:that this man would play an imiTo-itanI rol-rfn the futUreo etc. Nothing.
concrete was discussed at this meeting. ICHIF,CHBAUM gave the impression of
being very sick and stated that for several months he had been desperately'



ill. Several clay.i before 1)7 journey, I had learned through a criminal
p311ce of ricer attached to the t;ate Police i.n Salzburg by the name of

r,,,t directly but through cut-outs, that Curt POVER was suspected
in Vi e nna of worlcir.:. for the Soviot Tncllience Service. (It was in
another connection that the name of P0 q (;!•:1' had come up.) I had conso-

	

oirstly passed to Pr.h:TM.ER a written memorandum stating that I Icnew a	 ,
certrun . Ciirt POth;!;',Ii. and telling what I know about this man, This journey
,cith PON,:'1! seemed therefore much morn interesting, since I hoped to 'get
the opportunity to be able to make . conc3usions about PONGER. I had the.
ri'on test doubt that PC5Na1i could be. a soviet agent, since his entire

. activity .dur ; ng• the past year, at • least. as far as I could. bee,.. indicated
otheillise. The . ian had .. be en: a'r,aptain 	 0 S, waa . thOn. an oflieinl in .
?Nirnher,:-:...t. ,he.re : in th last stati.'es or the trielatha .t Par/or-pink note of
1.916-1.16 had ended arriänk-AMetiCan 's. Ho thon . .. got .. the .• Ooncession0 . of American

.• amine/ea in. Austria . and he had then a•rretiged- that • my book, 'Die . .Geheime-
•Front,. .a . work Most 'offensive to Russia and to CoMmuniam Whia-had been
5171",Idden • in the. Soviet- .2ono and .wh ch . had been Subject' of hostile atten..
tiori by. Various Soviet comgands, 'should -appear . in ,`„witzerland. .0n;thiS
journey, PORi:ER behaved in a.. completely. unsuspielouS fashion, he .- ...showed ..nO .

. in t....l reSt in what I w ao doing,- and . We practically never saw each other .
n ycept- at .certain meals .. It wan lid Mittthily unusual that he Should have:.
somethIng..to . discuss with NRIP.',GITAUM which he did not wish . to speak of in
rvf ..presen cc, and hp arryng.ed . with .KRIECIIPAIIM . that he. could te.lograph :from
some .point along the way . ' to -arrange' a further . meeting between . the two..
Vihether this . meeting • occurred I do not lalouo . I travelled' with potrolik
WIER on the 35th of October to . Nurnberg, I : immediately took the train .• On

*Ltualdotf. where; I had businesS and ther;e...clid not meet .PONOÈR.::Oridl.p.Amm.
until the .18th of October .- When :-.1 . •met 'them in Penn.. ;.',When:' they: • •arriir,ed: •

hid ..COmpleted a] l my busi nos,s and conequentLy •went: ahead.. by train  to
StUtigart, where on. the. ..20th I . niet -PONGER ...and .VERPER"again, . 'I •aiTangOd for
A.heit •to - visit the Porsche .works,. since:they wished to 'make. • . a
study for the Vnited States, and' On the swan -day we Went on to,-ttur.ii

*after :spending the n Lght we . proceeded to AUS Ce.', PONiIpt
.to go: Only an -far as Salsburg .;but 'I persuaded them' to bring . me to .AUssoe and • •
fk!y. spent the ni .pht in qrundiSee, • • On 'the . following Morning, they 'wished to •

try to Make:some pictures-of spawning fish • (at that '. time . the Spawning ., paried
of . a .3601 . fish . was beginning), . Since that time *I have Seen neither. PON011t.
tor the others . and have received no letters.. with the exception of the

, Christmas card mentioned .above,• .	 .•	 •	 •.	 .	 ..	 •
• :"After be cortin' aware of • the .. arrest or :POKER and . 11E1j13.1t ).. I -decided . to

inform ...the . office of Pr. ..>chneider and :hereby:set down as an aide
infornatiori. which . substantiates my oral . report. This material is to..10e...ustied,...
orCtv Witn:Ryextlicit.permisSionri-that:is-,,:witheUt•TaY..epedific
it cannot be . fcniarded:to .. any office. • (Translator notes When cfooOtioried..

• ,:.oei., •th .i.i....etateMent, • ROETTL.% adnitted . that, lie • SPedifioli17. .meant it could nOt
be forwarde .dte . an . Anerieeri office. lIe stated, hoWever;ithat.his
rcon for t is waa . to '. 0fisurP : security, iace he wiis not aware ot•the'.eitent; •
to which diSaeminations were madO instde Gehlen t s organization and ho . actually
hopod to reSt.rict disseinination..to Gaharal . Gatilon . 'hirnself . and thereby to . the . • •
really. n.,,Sponsible American . officer,) 	 •



"In clesinr I should like to :.-,et down several de ;,ails of the whole

matter which m.i .,..:ht be interestinc in this or in some other connection.
In all rry conversations with P(M io li, as far as I can mmember j the names
of former intellii-nnce reople never occurred with the exception of those
al p. ady ;mentioned and two others which I wish to discuss .here,w..... The first
is one  C9r) *t.7. T AF,i':K who is said to emelov the ..z!zer name ‘1)1-' ',CH1117, ER. .	 I
mentior.ed th4 name t3-77711:737.717-TIZIleve, Clur.ii71-171.i'onversailori .dos—
•cribed above between PCiNGER, ICHIECTIA111 3 and myself on the 13th of Ociteber.
in ".,..inich. (How the conversation . came around to OFCZ,AREK/S(;UITER I no

. lonrnr remember.) I was astounded when suddenly PONGCR .Uttered the name
QFC7..".117,K whom I knew from my student days. As far as I can remember on

• this occasion P. nr. f ll.i . stated that:CIO.. was .yery, angry with OFCZAREK because .
•..ho Continued. to Work against the . agreement .that had been reached .betWoen.
CIC. in Au stria and . Schneider. ,10nriously. enough, on the return • journey .

.. from runich We met OFCZAREK ..in his car at the German AuStrifin . beider, • I .
had already finiShed ..raY business with Customs -while iP01101.1:fi and .14A0131 .3?.. were
•'still ent:a e- ..od•in conversation concerning .books on ' which , they ..had . to pay . .
. customs and on. .which POUGER. did not wish to pay the -.duty.. PONillt. Came out •
from the cus toMs • shod .lind made some. statement; that it Was net • particularly
'skillful •when somebody- like OFCZAPEK was .paseed through the: custOmi .-bo .' .
rapidly that any blind man. •eou_ld See that the man . had been accredited .
official:1,v in some manner to the border police, Whether PONGER or LAU13F12 .
hnd. spoken with 014:7Alde.K during the customs inspection • is rot known to me
but .1. doubt it, • since *otherwise • OleCZARE}C wjuld-not. have been finishod•.:ao. .

• quickly. I -also flo. not know whether .PONCIFP.: knows OF07.410C:Personally, :.
: roncerning Or.. OF.V7JiRF..K; I . should -like to .State . that exactly . as in the

• • case -. of 'Colonel if,R7(.111'1111( any • suapieion.. that he is -workinc,:for . the
.-: Russians yia.PONGit . seems .. -IMPOs.Sible. ..:( ..From .qthei ..qiiirtera.sneh.rumere ...-
-.. about • OFCZ .ARPC . in Auetria ...haVe.repeated . • coracktO .stolittentiOni1 .7..those •. .!.. .tet
:orii..nate.: with his acquaintance. Witt. k .11 .r, -1.C. Itt7V...S,SF;LY,, :2.-itio .....0.:logedi . is .•..
_active for the Russian or Hungarian fii . - igencl? service, Concerning this
•.a rood deal, is said but I personally do not believe thit'OCZAROC,.- .-whO had
.employed.:11e.SSELY...in his intelligence, group - and allegedly :still . eriPioys him,..
knew anything about WESSELY. ...It. could ..possibly • be expla ed by al• certain
. good -nature - on the :pert of OFCa.ORK . as in the case Of Dr	 1014;e : ' the sOn..
Of	 This.his colleague .Professor•- Kurt "KNOI;L. 	younger K310	 s a .Comm. unist ..-•
Unity Front Shop Steward 

i) 

Vons t: and is reported • to send. 0 .2AP_FK ••:informa.•
tiOn through. his father concerning ..thl:S . b.usinebs.: , The senior 1040I,I,' appears

.	 .

to be absolutely reliable but apparently- vannot,' 'rer.obYioua reasons,. ,I.
. Separate himself froM• his Eton.):

. • ".Th6 . second nnMo mhich..seeMs iritiirostin*in,..an	 elligence ...cOnnoction .
,•is ,tnat or the former 'SR OberstUrnibehnfueiter . 'Josef ... IPAN. ''COncqrri.it* . this .,

	

:	 .

--.mo'n. ••POtlqiii : had astoundingly gOpd. infOrmo.:tiOrt...71W.:-...iiii 'Ire two years : ago - ..thitt
DIZI■Atl .. WaS na . agent of the Amiiricahi..Briti0.11..nnd '11'ren0:'.InteIiigenee,:'..-604006

, as 'Well as of ' the intelligence 	 ..:cif the : •Auetrian State . •PciliCe,.; but . , • •
that this, had i noVinderod • hilt , . from . becoming ' : intelligence :Chief of • the
Nooilazi 7rou • . Of71()U(' e . :,.A remark of 'PONOtli t s 'Made O. 1O/ig . tinio. ii443rriaiiiii'l.t.-

-ltirrarr, me , a • tlattimo that URBAN also had connections with the ISrsoli. .•••.



Int .-.13.iF,ence Service. The reason for these assumptions are no longer clear
t70 e since I 'didn't have any interest in URBAN, believing that he is not
a nan to be taken seriously.

"5overal points which possibly may also •he of in terest I will also add
here, 130 qC1.7R I S earlier address was Vienna V, Schoenbrunnerstrasse 47. Later

me the address Vienna -TV, Paulanergasse 7 as the location of the
firm of the Central European Press and Literary Agency, Inc, When I once
asked him how an American could live in a Soviet Bezirk, he explained to me
that there both offices a'nd apartments are cheaper by half than in the

. !les.tern Sectors, and anything that he has to hide from the Russians. he .woUld
not ;keep in the 4th Bezirk.: Later,. in 1952, porm told .me on his own..
'initiative that in • American officer, apparently the one who Va.'s': his superier.
in the Officere s. Reserve, summoned him to advise him •t4 move Out of the	 •
Soviet Betirk, . He allegedly gave this Officer his arguMents. that the
Soviet Bezirk was much cheaper . and Convinced him saying that his brother ,

•VERBER,- for 'example, had . taken years to find, a decent. dwelling "in 'a

Western sector.

• • "Another - item, 'perhaps not uninteresting, 'is the following.. When /
first met IT,RTIER (ill recollect correctly I. , have seen him altogether 'only
twice) he had . a completely swollen eye. Asked where he got it, he stated
that with "PCM•IGER he had photographed striking workcra near the ,Paulanerkirche I
and that both he and . PONCI.li had been beaten . up and that someone . had stolen
a Leica from' thorn.-

.. "Fin:11Va , few cheraeteristice•cencerning'the personalities- themSelvas.'
rproliji :....hA 5 . always :seemed ..to:Me..to.- be the prototype of the .Very
Minded Jaw, Atcerding te' • a'nUMber ót , hiS , Statementa he felt . •h-LMself• much
rr amore a 'Jew than an. Amrican.. For this reason, he	 always	 the .•
Gorr-ans. and •always reali3tic . about them • (Sic). . To ro no was always
and 'humane Without ever making an attempt. to win rny favor by any -kind of
Special. attention. Thus . he never made any . .attempt to 'pay for' meals when • •
wc were together . or when he cane on*a . visit did he bring gifts: to my.
children. .He was 'always very reasonable in the prices . that. he .put on hie
photographs but. not so much 'So that he gave up his profit. •I-Te never tried
to get . inforMation from me about .anti—Russian agents', as would certainly;
have been expected if he had been Working: for the Russians. . That he never
attempted to , recruit 'me for the ,Russians toes .- without saying for he • kneW. : iny
unqualified .anti-Communist 'Orientation. He oeuld, on numerous occasions*
have 'attempted to approach 'me obliquel,..perhips ..:. for example as ••an alleged
Member of an American intelligence office Who wished to build - a . net againpt.
Russia In this . I would ,probehbr have believed .hint . and it . wonl .d have been

•• a..goOd-opportue#3'..:f.o.r. a ...d.out4e 	 operation, This ..ctr'ciunpfiiticiqi:.:,tnitigatel
dr:	 .,C4Spia1,011; that Voich supports - susPiciOn I'haVe 'apt..dOwn-.abeve;....."•.	 •

. : HPON(lidl i si Wife,. Whem .1 . ; Saw. Only once, impressed Ina as an .extraerciinari,IY:
clever and • splf...assui.ect:persOn. ...I am trying.' to *. indicate that in the 'Marriage
she is probably • the dominant Partner and if this is a 'matter of intelligence •

. work,. She may *also have been the deminent member there,
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"PON;TR in my opinion wns always the passive partner, Presumably
also in sexual matters for she impressed me as being a very highly-bred
and temperamental woman, whereas he appears to be the opposite,

"Concerning the brother VFIJIER. I have only slirrht impressions. fie
a: :eared to be very clever, obliging, but also practical, • If, for example,
PC!•ftlIT started on the subject, Of the persecution of the Jews in *connection
with his favOrito hobby horse ET.C1fMANN, VERI1ER would • hush him up saying .
that al.1 this did not appear to no particularly an important problem for
me.- VI,',!;11..',R;wes also alwvs very witty and full Of jokes,

•• "1.,Alif*M. impressed me . t.t e beitg very reserved andlimoderate rather than
sympathetic.. Ho; demonstrated : absolutely no polita.cnl. in •torost end in his
presoncn . nobody could imagine that hci could be . a Soviet: aiv,ont, Ills release
tent's to support this assumption. It is naturally vain to develop theories
whotl:or and wipr PONG1. fl and-VERBEIt• wore Russian agents and in any event the

"trial at the beginning of 'March win clarify, this .situation.. If it Shetad
happcti that the accusations are true, then I am. cOnVineed that.Nrs, PONOER
and her brother were the driving force and indeed not from ideological

•grounds but. for money„ PONalt WAS ideologically not a Communist, but •
.rather . an anti-eonservativo,• that is .a man 'in favor Of the liberal., strongly
.Jewish direction of the Roosevelt . I.;ra rithe)r than that of the United States. •
of today,

"mine mn also	
. .

ima:ine that tp i entire . espionage - casO has been .sot up...
in „certain:. Jewish• circles .in • Order:Via:ithei:trial to indjcato how

. -these . "new Americans i' (that-. -in .:(Tews.)..a.re and how they have beed Perin Cuted;,.
.T.his ..theary, however, is very far fetched, although a-Man like pty.,idErt .	 •
would . be available.. for such a job at any time and ;also possesses the

• nocessary 'nod connections to interoat,ional Jewry:,

• '"All Of these trains of thouftt have been .set down hero In h . completely
unsystematic fashion and it is possibie that Some interesting detail has •
been loft out in spite of rrry cudolinr: of brains, I ruil ready 'at • any. time to

. provide further information : but must again request that . this case roMain
corirletely confidential and not be -brought .intci . geneial.use. At this point
.1 want to have it tr:ain clearly understood that I have no suspicion myself
against Colonel KRICIITAUM or. Dr. OFCZAREK and that. these gentlemen in mY
opinion are completely beyond all suapicion. X have only spoken of .thera

.because as an old intelligence Man I know that in Such a Case the most
Unlikely detaile Can he of interest and not in any way to point sUalaicigri: ••

' .a0.direction. It would be most unpleasant: for In0 . .1;f . any ..jajaiiri'cier.ptariding.-
Should ' ariso.againsi the persons named or if indeed any investigatiOn',Should,••
be conducted,"

8. 'Letter MAST to HOETTL .) :26 January 1952. The original of a letter from •
Baron Reim—MT-1 MAST to 110ETTL :dated 26 January 1952 is in our pestheabion. The
folleIrin short paragraph pertains to the PONOER case:



"I am happy that my opinion concerning this case, which mir7ht not be
•entir :1;i clear, is shared by other persons. Whether the "deposition" was
;,rell chosen, I cannot in my position judge since I do not 'know the •people
concerned, that is your contact man. I believe that I would not myself
have r.i ven it to the tall guy," (Translator note; The reference to the
contact man is probably- to MANDL; the reference to the tell man is obscure

m:ty refer to a friend of Anton f30F11/.1.)

•9. Lotter HOETTL to MAST, 27 Janu:try 1953, In a letter, of which we
possess	 caiben copy, dated 27 ranuary 1953, 110ETIL devotes only a !
short paragraph to the porma case,

"The . denesition . in the PON(iflt case to me seems quite secure and
nathrally	 .will not reach the tall ,,inn. • '1116 release of the third
arrestee makes. °lir version Of the cA1.0 :still. more lilcoly„": •	 -

.10, - •Letter from NORM, to • tlinahnth ?MICE; .31 'January 1953, • AMong the .
letters in H01 ,7 11I ts possession whieh.'werti impoundia, two may FoTerr to the PON=
case, It should he noted that FRAIlit: is the secretary of .a . former colleague and
superior' in thrt ,SD . of 00ETTL I. iil CSMIEK, who . now lives in MuniCh. and with
II0E"711. has'at least casual contact, 	 jÔ time .of this •correspendence . indicates,
that 111Ari is* a present or past mistress of HOETTL.

•
"The address. of 1Kurt you presmably found in a Munich directory? It

certainly . I OUr'.;;Ood friend who was previously in Munich for some time
and the other KUrt. simply lots You hear•nOthing•fron him? Have you written
to hiM that I should . Myself like. him to Write as a favor? Perhaps it might,
•still Work." • •

.	 :

The . o ther 'letter .froM, ..F.'iliiahoth :..FRA*E- is dated 2 . October 1952, and ; ih.e.refOre.
Was' .. Aii)atontly•Written before • 114:T.TL made his trip to Germany ...1.41th PONGtIt and
his friends, It has one short •parag,raph . which may . refer to ' the PONGE11. case,..	 .

.	 .	 .	 .	 ...	 .	 .	 .	 ..

	

.	 .	 .
• "Curt P. I have :JUst, asked about Liti3HART„ SO far as can be reniomberefi..

	

.	 .
I already once 'before interviewed him With negative results, .-As you know,' •
WO ' once debated this question . b.efore the-first : of the year, possibly already: •
two ynars acp,• .and. I remember that at one time after that:I conversed with
Curt P. The • exact time was some time distant In the rias. In any . caSes •
I'm following up this Matter," . • v	 •: .

.	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ..
114 : * .1. 10TOTL I re- 'cwt.. to Rolf. g, .RINGF,R. of CIO. .. According to Peport • .8 .-16.996 .

C.IC Salzburg . ate i . ar ' , ••', .,': pa 	 ... pen . e .E..RINGat.."interViewed eilhN:
.ject . in the . .nci.tina'rj Ianguiiil in .Bad '4Us.iee, Land :Styria,..AU stria. " , •;HINGF41:1 : Con-
tinues . as if the repOrt were . based..Sel.ey . .on an.,.eral.lhtervie!r..,.Liiiffehtly...dur:1;ng.
•thl.s interview, however, -1014;12. asked:Mr-IL:to . prepare a Written.. ''eP.OT't :. 6ni. 4s . •

OOnn:eet(eni ..rith ..i)Oft.Mt. and -01.itft, • '...fdr•aMeng .: . .thii, documents ;i4o;unded:.in .:".tiOn.ta ti ..
li.Pmd . VsfrO"'li''i'OCOipt . dated Dad ..A.Ussee,••• 21 *Februari. 1953, 'signed . Rolf . E. fliNPER ..... '
Ithi.oh ' ro4ds. • as f011oifS c .•	 .



. /—

a--

AvA4w4

"A writn report of 12 pares length concerninr his acquaintanco . With
Cart	 Otto VEPER,	 lialtor.LAM11, received this date from
Pr. 'Alholm YnET7L, Alt Aussee and certified herewith with signature,
Rolf E. R.T6ER,."

Also anI ni. ,..the documents impounded in the house search is a carbon copy of a
12 pac, rport Oich IRIET"L states is the one he rave to RINGER on 21 February,
RN . :T. I s report S-16996 is essentially,based on the report handed him by HOETTL
and FOE71. 1 s report will consequently not be reproduced here, The report
parallels closelI that given to Rupert NANDL,

12 .. Comments, From the correspondence detailed above, it would appear that
HOETTL was..unwiETing in his association with . CUrt POWER. and the Tophole complex.

'At.should . be noted, however, .that the fact that all of this correspondence was 10
easily acceSsible in HOETTL t shoussleads one to SuSPOCt that HOETTZ, intended US •
to capture it and from this suspicion it is a shertStepto the suspicion that
all or some of the correspondence may have been'fabriCated'for the purpose of
iin7 us: documentary evidence wir.ch appears to clear HOETrt . of suspicion and that

other more incriminating correspondence has been destroyed or hidden elsewhere.
The fact that also confiscated at the same tire were numerpuarecordS:of .1-1,0ETTLIts
elnndestine activity which, as he points out 	 establishes his clear anti..
f. !oviet record in . espiona7e, albeit detracting to a degree from his reputation as
a raster in the trade, is consistent with the theory that the material was
deliberately left in his house. It. is interesting that none of . tho.CIC reports
from. 1947-and'190 were to be found imorik HOETTIiks material, although we very
strongly. Suspect that carbon co pies. of those /nPorta exist, and ' in spire caPP ss. .
through an'a;:entof HOETTL!snared ifaimund . $THANGL,.we'have at timo in tho4ast..

carbon copies of reports which ho had in:previousiyears . givon to
'The-ahS'Oce Of the material -frem:1947and . 19ba.suggests that:HOETTL :peasee- s._	 .	 ,	 .	 _	 .	 ,	 .	 _

• aaeth,.,r cache pf/Materiali . thovhereabouts of Vbich:Wo. :0O not know. 4.4sji,iso,f •
tiihtother . hlatoia1,. includingdomproMing.0*idericcay:hive.biiari

fistrOyed in We interval between the public announcement of the arrest of -
.W.11JihR . and• PC011ER and our approach to.HOOTTL:on 19 FebrharY.'. It is hoped that .
'further interrogation of..HOETTL will throw some light on the validity of the .
doCuMeats discussed in this memorandum,although as this report is being 'dictated.
the interrogators do not have high hopes of gotting ' more out of HOETTL than has
already been, getteh.


